Required Documentation for U.S. Citizens Born Abroad


Thank you for your inquiry and congratulations on the birth of your child.

There are a number of steps you will need to take in order to secure the necessary documents for your child’s travel to the U.S.  These requirements are discussed in some detail below. We encourage you to read the information in this email and the referenced websites closely and to carefully document all medical procedures and legal agreements so the process can go as quickly and smoothly as possible.  


Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA):  

A Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) is issued as an official United States Government document evidencing the United States citizenship of an individual born outside the U.S. who is entitled to U.S. citizenship at birth under the Immigration and Nationality Act.  This document is considered primary evidence of U.S. citizenship and will be used throughout the child’s life for passport applications, school admissions, and any other event that normally requires a U.S. birth certificate. More information about CRBAs can be found here.  

· Transmission of Citizenship  

U.S. Citizenship is either acquired at birth in the U.S. or transmitted from a U.S. citizen parent to their biological child.  As your child will presumably be born in India, the claim to citizenship will be based on evidence of the biological ties to the parents, their U.S. citizenship, and transmission requirements, including physical presence in the U.S..  This information must be provided with the CRBA application. More information on documenting the birth of a U.S. citizen born overseas is available through the Department of State.

In cases involving Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART), such as surrogacy or egg/sperm donors, clear evidence of the child’s biological relationship to the transmitting U.S. citizen parent is required.  CRBAs are issued with the name(s) of the transmitting U.S. citizen parent or parents.  If requested, in addition to listing the U.S. citizen transmitting parent, a person who is the legal parent of the child may also be listed.  If an egg or sperm donor is not the transmitting U.S. citizen, he or she need not be listed on the CRBA as the child’s other parent.

We recommend that all medical procedures and agreements be carefully documented in order to establish the facts regarding the biological parentage of the child.  Consular Officers must consider all pertinent documents related to the CRBA application.  If we are unable to clearly establish the biological ties to the parents, the Consulate may recommend DNA testing as verification of a genetic relationship. Currently, the Indian Council on Medical Research (ICMR) recommends that clinics that provide assisted reproductive technology verify parentage though DNA testing. If you are working with a clinic that facilitates DNA testing as part of their service, please submit the official results reports from the DNA test with the CRBA application. If the DNA is recommended at the time of the CRBA application, procedural information will be provided to you. 




Passport:

Parents will submit a passport application for their minor child, along with the CRBA application and photos.  With few exceptions, both parents must consent to the issuance of a U.S. passport for minors; a notarized consent form must be provided if both parents are not present to apply for the passport. A local notary is acceptable.  Please follow this link to download the necessary form(s). Photos must meet these specifications. A photographer will also be available at the Consulate on the day of your appointment.

Social Security:

We will accept the application for a Social Security number (form SS-5-FS) for your child with the CRBA and passport applications. Social Security applications are processed at the Social Security Administration’s regional office in Manila, Philippines. The Social Security Card will be sent directly to your home within three to four months.  If you have queries regarding the Social Security application, you may contact the Social Security Administration office in Manila directly at FBU.Manila@ssa.gov.  

Indian Exit Permit: 

Indian immigration law requires that travelers who do not have a valid visa issued by an Indian Embassy or Consulate abroad obtain an exit permit in order to leave India.  The exit permit must be obtained from the Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO) for the jurisdiction where you will be leaving the country. The exit permit will be placed in the child’s U.S. passport.  We will provide a letter of introduction from the U.S. Consulate for you to present to the appropriate FRRO.  

Exit permit applications are accepted at the FRRO office in Mumbai between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  Please note that you must fill out an Exit Permit Application Form in the prescribed format.  The FRRO will also need a copy of each parent’s passport and the child’s passport or travel document, three passport-size photographs, and a confirmed airline ticket.  The child and both parents will need to apply in person at the FRRO for the exit permit.  Please note that even if your child holds the nationality of a country other than the U.S., he or she must be in possession of a valid U.S. passport to enter and exit the United States if the child has a claim to U.S. citizenship.  More information on Indian immigration matters, locations of FRRO offices, and office hours is available at:  www.immigrationindia.nic.in or www.mha.nic.in.  Same-day issuance of exit permits cannot be guaranteed. 

Making an Appointment: 

Because the CRBA application is both time consuming and document intensive, an appointment is required.  The CRBA, passport and social security application will be processed at that time. We cannot accept CRBA applications without an appointment, and appointments cannot be scheduled prior to the birth of your child.

To make an appointment, please send an email or call 91-22-2363-3611, ext. 4306. If you need to change your appointment date, simply let us know and we will be happy to reschedule.  Please click here for office hours and a holiday schedule. The U.S. Consulate General is closed to the public on the last Friday of each month and on some local holidays. 

Both the parents and the child must appear in person at the Consulate to apply for a CRBA and a U.S. passport. Please bring all required documentation and completed forms to the appointment. You may pay all fees at the time of the appointment. We accept credit cards, cash, or bank demand drafts. 


Timing:  

At present, CRBAs and passports will generally be available 7-10 days after your appointment if all documentation is correct and if the application is approved.  Please be aware that ART situations are complex and frequently require additional documentation; if DNA results are requested as evidence of eligibility for U.S. citizenship, please allow additional time for processing lab results. We cannot guarantee that your CRBA application will be approved on the day of the appointment, and emergency passports are only issued in cases of extreme medical hardship. Please carefully review the links provided to ensure you are aware of all the required documents.  The process will be much easier if you come organized and prepared, and with forms completed. Please do not make non-refundable travel arrangements until you know that all travel documents will be available. 

Application Forms:

DS-2029:  Application for CRBA; the transmitting parent(s) must also submit an Affidavit of Physical Presence and documentation of time spent living in the U.S.
DS-11:  Application for a U.S. passport
SS-5FS:  Application for a Social Security Number


If you wish to discuss this further, you are welcome to email us directly at mumbaiacs@state.gov, or call us at The U.S. Consulate in Mumbai, 22-2363-3611 x4306.  Please ask for the American Citizen Services Unit when you call.

Once again, congratulations on the upcoming addition to your family.
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